Forensic studies of a stabbed infant bottlenose dolphin.
A 4-6-week-old male bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) was found freshly dead on a beach. He belonged to a nearby dolphin group that was known to have considerable curiosity about human activity and to frequently approach pleasure craft. An autopsy revealed an otherwise healthy animal with death due to a stab wound that had passed completely through the body, incising the aorta. Careful assessment of the wounds indicated that the blade of the weapon had been at least 190 mm in length and 22 mm in width, with a single edge. This report demonstrates that standard forensic techniques may be extremely useful in determining the cause of death in animals, in documenting injuries to assist in the investigation of such cases, and in providing facts to aid in the successful prosecution of those guilty of killing or injuring animals.